262                         THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
That the Templars, to the derision of Christ and the holy
faith, worshipped a certain cat in their chapters.
That the brethren did not believe in the sacraments of the
Church and that the priests omitted the words of consecra-
tion from the Mass.
That the Grand Master, the Visitors, and the Preceptors,
many of whom were laymen, claimed to be able, and
actually pretended to give absolution to the Templars, and
" the Grand Master, even before his arrest, confessed this
in the presence of reliable persons ".
That recruits were required to give indecent kisses and
obliged to engage in unchastity with other brethren.
That recruits had to swear they would never leave the
Order.
That the receptions were held secretly and " for this reason
there has long been a violent suspicion of irregularities".
That the Templars had idols or heads in every province,
some with three faces, some with one, and that in their
chapters they adored and honoured and worshipped such
an idol as a god and as their saviour, and that they believed
that it made the land fertile and the trees blossom.
That every Templar had a girdle which he must never
take off and that this girdle had been laid on the idol and
was believed to have special powers as a charm.
That   the  Templars   were   forbidden   to   reveal   what
happened at the chapters on their reception and did not
dare to talk of these things even among themselves, since
some who had done so were put to death or imprisoned
That even though individual brothers might not them-
selves do the infamies mentioned, yet they knew of them
and did not try to correct the errors of the Order,
That the Templars were not permitted to confess except
to the chaplains of the Temple.